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The Franklin Puzzle: New Pieces Found 


by Frances Mendenhall 


People involved one way or another in 
the Franklin scandal include a broad spec- 
trum, from prominent Republicans to Sis- 
ters of Loretto. Some probably got hood- 
winked; some should have known all along. 

Why is the coverage on the Franklin 
Credit Union story still focusing largely on 
one black man and his lifestyle, and leaving 
questions unanswered about the commu- 
nity that ignored, supported, and possibly 
benefited from his actions? 

Where does the emerging story of child 
sexual abuse and child prostitution fit in the 
picture of one person’s extravagance and 
$38 million missing? Did the institutions 
that we depend on to protect children look 
the other way? 

Even with a grand jury investigation in 


passed with no criminal charges. 
Following are some pieces of the puzzle. 
We will have more next issue. 


Abuse Alleged in Foster Homes 


One layer of the Franklin story relates 
to child abuse and child sexual abuse. The 
World-Herald reported, 2/5/89, some of the 
information backing up a report of March 
1986 by the State Foster Care Review Board, 
which mentioned “child exploitation,” “child 
prostitution,” and “inappropriate activities 
by Larry King.” 

The children mentioned in the article 
had been adopted by Jarrett and Barbara 
Webb. Mrs. Webb was identified in the re- 
port as Larry King’s cousin, and Webb as a 
member of the Franklin board. The Webbs 
live just north of the Washington-Douglas 


: : county line. 
progress, four months is a long time to have ny! 


W-H Publisher in New York News 


The following article from New York City’s Village Voice puts the spotlight on World- 
Herald publisher Harold Andersen. Sources say that the bed mentioned in the article was 
originally a brass bed, but has now been replaced by a couch that can be made into a bed. 
WHAMO sought Mr. Andersen’s response to the Voice’s allegations, but he was unavail- 
able'for comment. We hope to contact him before our next issue. 


by Michael Casey and Rick Hornung 


When the Franklin Community Federal Credit Union went belly-up, publisher 
Harold Andersen of the Omaha World-Herald was one of the first to defend its 
embattled chief executive, Larry King Jr. In his own newspaper and in interviews pub- 
lished elsewhere, Andersen expressed regret over the demise of thecredit ‘union, which 
held more than $200,000 of the newspaper’s funds. 

As accusations against the credit union began to mount, World-Herald reporters 
disclosed Andersen’s leadership of a fund drive that collected at least $675,000 to build 
an addition to the credit union. 

But that is not the full story. 

Though reporters and editors worked overtime to provide fair and balanced cov- 


erage, many in Omaha felt that Andersen and the paper withheld damaging informa- - 


tion. Last week, state senator Ernie Chambers openly accused Andersen of screening 
stories that attribute misdeeds to King. World-Herald editors denied the charge. 

Now a federal court in Omaha has more to tell. A federal judge concluded that 
Andersen was custodian--and therefore responsible--for $88,000 in Franklin funds left 
over from the building campaign. World-Herald reporters were surprised and some- 
what embarrassed by the disclosure. 

“Our publisher agreed to an interview and told us that he would give us everything 
that he knew,” says one newsroom employee. “Well, he didn’t. He held back on us.” 

The reporters also say that Andersen never told them a bedroom had been built 
into the addition to the credit union (for which Andersen had raised funds). Accord- 
ing to credit union employees and federal investigators, the bedroom was the scene for 
afternoon trysts between King and his lovers. 

When the addition opened, credit union employees say, Andersen gave guided 
tours of the new building. “He always walked by the door and it was open,” says Noel 
Seltzer, a former employee. “He knew there was a bedroom in there, he had to see it. 
We did.” 

Andersen did not return Voice phone calls. 
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WHAMO has learned of allegations of 
several years of physical and sexual abuse of 
adopted and foster children in the Webb 
home. 

The source of the allegations are foster 
parents in Washington County. Many simi- 
lar stories were told be social service people, 
whose jobs prevented them from going on 
record. 

Kathleen Sorensen of Blair, who has 
been an adoptive and foster parent for more 
than a generation, recalls in 1985 and 1986, 
having five children in her care who had run 
away from the Webb home, where four had 
been adopted and one had been a foster 
child. Sorensen said she was aware of the 
possiblity of these children elaborating or 
fantasizing, but several things led her to 
believe in the truth of their stories, such as 
similarity in detail describing and drawing 
the biack rubber item (called a “railroad 
prop”) used in the beatings, bruises all over 
K___’s back), and a tendency for the girls 
to finish each others’ sentences. 

Sorensen says she reported all her ob- 
servations regarding abuse to her case worker 
as they occured. The case worker involved 
has notreturned calls by this reporter as this 
goes to press. 

Sorensen recalls being told of numer- 
ous incidents of sexual advances by Webb 
(described as “humping”), K___ being lifted 
up by his neck and slammed against a wall, 
T____ being shown a porn video, besides 
the most common story about the use of the 
“railroad prop” for beatings. Sorensen ac- 
companied L___ to a State patrol office 
where she was given a lie detector test relat- 


_ ing to these allegations, which shesaysL___ 


passed. Sorensen recalled this as having 
happened in February 1986, but said it could 
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have been a month or two earlier. 

Contacted by WHAMO, Jarrett Webb 
refused to comment. 

Direct sources on this story are scarce, 
although there are many who have reason to 
believe they have solid information. Many 
of the children involved are not available 
any more. The social worker who placed the 
children mentioned in the W-H article, 
Florence Davis, supposedly a friend of the ~ 
Webbs, left Omaha a year anda halfago and 
left no forwarding address, according to a 
Department of Social Services insider. There 
are many stories about parts of client rec- 
ords disappearing and a report on Franklin 
related sexual abuse and child prostitution 
which allegedly was prepared but suppressed. 

Other background on the Webbs as foster 
and adoptive parents: A feature story show- 
ing the Webbs ina positive light appeared in 
the Magazine of the Midlands 4/3/83. Many 
people recall seeing the children in the care 
of the Webbs as being very well dressed; 
some as too well behaved, too well con- 
trolled. Social workers are quick to com- 
ment that black foster and adoptive homes 
are scarce, and the Webbs were in demand 
because of this. Still, questions persist as to 
how the Department of Social Services could 
have left such allegations unanswered. 

WHAMO is seeking further informa- 
tion on the possible connection between the 
Franklin/child abuse scandal and the Ne- 
braska Department of Social Services. 


Herald’s Dearth of Gay Contacts 


The World-Herald has never been 
famous for being well connected in other 
social strata than white, male, business- 
professional-or military. Last week the Vil- 
lage Voice of New York printed a memo 

Continued on page 8 
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Award Compromises League Nonpartisanship 


by Lynn Moorer 


The author, who does not speak for the League, 
is Natural Resources.chair for the Lincoln- 
Lancaster County chapter of the League of 
Women Voters. She is also Vice-chair of 
Nebraskans fer the ee to Vote. 


- Nebraska’ $ ehbtionthentdt seeulatory 
agency has recognized the Nebraska League 
of Women Voters for its “outstanding work 
informing people about the low-level nu- 
clear waste issue.” 

In giving its top award for work on 
environmental issues to the League, Direc- 
tor of the Department of Environmental 
Control and Nebraska’s Compact Commis- 
sioner Dennis Grams noted that the organi- 
zation “has taken some criticism” for its 
efforts. 

There is good reason. 


Tainted Money 


Soon after endorsing the Central Inter- 
state Low-Level Radioactive Waste Com- 
pact in December of 1987, the staté League 
solicited and received a $50,000 grant from 


US Ecology, the private company hired by - 


the Compact to develop and operate the 
five-state dump. 

The purpose of the grant award, chan- 
neled through the League’s non-partisan 
Education Fund, was ostensibly to “facili- 
tate” a US Ecology citizens advisory com- 
mittee which would provide ideas and rec- 
ommendations to the developer in siting 
the dump in Nebraska. 

In August of 1988, the Nebraska League 
also solicited and accepted a grant award of 
up to $35,000 from the Central Interstate 
Compact Commission to fund an “educa- 
tion project” on low-level radioactive waste 
which featured a September statewide sat- 
ellite videoconference of seven speakers. 

The League’s decision to accept money, 
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under the guise of educating and informing | 


the public, from two entities promoting a 
facility in Nebraska in itself leaves the League 
vulnerable to criticism for accepting money. 
with strings attached. Since US. Ecology’s 
cushy contract guarantees the company a 
hefty 20 percent profit, with all costs recov- 
érable and fo, at- -risk money required, the 
developer’ has a ‘powerful incentive to, get 
the facility buift under current contract terms. 

This fact alone should have persuaded 
the League to decline the dump promoter’s 
money and avoid risking the League’s repu- 
tation with the suggestion that whoever pays 
the piper calls the tune. Solicitation of fund- 
ing from an impartial third party to under- 
write its educational efforts--routinely done 
by other non-profit organizations--would 
have helped the League avoid the appear- 
ance of accepting tainted money. 

However, the League not only took 
money from two dump promoters--insist- 
ing that it was spent only to educate and 
inform--but carried on its “informa- 
tional”campaign while being squarely on 
record in favor of the compact. 

Incredibly, state organization leaders 
recognize no risk to the League’s integrity 
despite public and private criticism both 
within and outside of League ranks. Former 
Lincoln-Lancaster County chapter Natural 
Resources chair Theresa Hayden says, 
“(Instead of) clarifying the alternatives (of 
the) issue...the League appears to be pro- 
moting the interests of US Ecology.” Uni- 
versity professors criticized the September 
videoconference as “unbalanced” and “dis- 
proportionately pro-Compact.” 


Despite a state board membet’s state- 
ment that she believed the organization was 
relieved of any responsibility to provide both 
sides because of the League’s position fa- 
voring the Compact, the state president denies 
any imbalance. State Natural- Resources chair. 
Karren Kerr (spouse of WOWTs Gary Kerr) 
insists, “Be assured, Beene bantiples are 
notin jeopardy.” © ~ -- 

Examination of .the information the 
League. has compiled .and distributed. re- 
veals one-sided regurgitation of the dump 
promoters’ assertions that membership in 


the Central States Compact is the only real 


option available to Nebraskans. Rather than 
considering the pros and.cons of radioactive 


Nebraskawatch 


waste disposal and the full range of policy 
choices available under federal law, the lit- 
erature discusses “why a low-level radioac- 
tive waste facility is needed.” 


The difficulty waste management firms - 
with poor environmental and management . 


records have had nationwidesiting facilities 
necessitates siting strategies which empha- 
size public relations and gloss over.techni- 
cal, environmental and management rec- 
ords have had nationwide siting facilities 


Beginning with the April issue my work with this publication will focus on environ- 
mental news and commentary. In my new capacity as Environmental Editor, it is my 
intention to enhance the clarity with which we examine the expanding issues of concern 


affecting our natural resources. 


Frances Mendenhall will serve as editor. 
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members who are employed. — - 


La is ee ee ee 


- necessitates siting strategies which empha- 


size public relations and gloss over techni- 
cal, environmental, financial and liability 
considerations. In their quest for public ac- 
ceptance, waste management firms have 
sought partnerships with respected com- 
munity organizations like the League, 


US Ecology Retained Control: 


In facilitating US Ecology’s citizeng 
advisory committee, the League served the 
developer’s goal of providing the illusion of 
fairness and grassroots support without US 
Ecology losing any of its total control over 
the process. Committee members were 
chosen from a list prepared by US Ecology. 
The League hired a “moderator”. who en- 
dorsed the compact and worked for the out- 
of-state waste generators in their lawsuit 
challenging the citizens’ right to vote. Agenda, 
timing, and content of committee meetings 
were tightly controlled and citizens travel- 
ing long distances to attend the meetings 
were silenced when they attempted to ask 
questions. Any remnants of integrity cling- 
ing to the advisory committee process were 
blown away when US Ecology chose its 
three finalist sites for the facility, two of 
which were not primary recommendations 
of the committee. 

Thus, through a clever public relations 
scheme, US Ecology enjoyed credibility under 
the respectable skirts of the League while 
misleading and fooling citizens ‘who assumed 
that if the League of Women Voters was 


involved, the information must be accurate 


and the process must be fair and balanced. 


Study, Consensus Lacking 


‘Use of the League name also created 
the misimpression that the organization’s 
participation in the issue was the result of 


Continued on page 4. 
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by Mark Himes 


The author is a proponent of the Joslyn Castle 
Preservation Society. 

Joslyn Castle is for sale, and the castle’s 
next owner will largely determine whether 
the history ofthe building, and of its illustri- 
ous former owner, is preserved, enhanced, 
or neglected. If things work out for the best, 
it will be the history of the legendary man- 
sion that determines its future. 

After forty-five years of service (see 
related article) in the promotion of educa- 
tion, the Castle is being sought by a number 
' of justifiably eager prospective owners. 


The Unsubmitted Bids 


Seven sealed bids for the castle were 
received and opened last week. Of those 
bids, several had been publicized prior to 
their receipt. However, the bids that re- 
ceived the most attention in the media were 
two that were not submitted. 

A week ago it appeared possible that 
the Joslyn Castle would be transformed into 
the home of the Military Institute of Amer- 
ica. The “military museum/think tank” from 
Texas was looking for a community willing 
to provide a suitable building and $500,000 
for the first year’s operating costs. Shortly 
after announcing its interest in locating in 
Omaha, the institute announced its interest 
in Joslyn Castle. Then, at almost the last 
minute, the institute announced it had not 
received sufficient support and would not 


have time to submit its bid by the March 1 | 


deadline. 
The Military Institute wasn’t the only 
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OPS Should Accept Preservationist's Bid 


interested party unable tomeet the dead- 
line. If Senator Brad Ashford of Omaha can 
rally support for the idea in the legislature, 
the State of Nebraska may become the next 
keeper of the castle. On the eve of the dead- 
line, Ashford surprised the audience at a 
meeting of the Joslyn Castle Preservation 
Society with the announcement of his idea 
to make the castleand 5.4 acre grounds part 
of the State Parks system. 


Castle Preservation Society’s Bid 


The Joslyn Castle Preservation Society, 
the only nonprofit organization to submit a 
bid for the castle, could now become the 
conduit through which the State acquires 
the historic property. Here’s how. 

Like the Military Institute, Ashford needs 


column 


more time, and a considerable amount of 
support, to transform his idea into action. 
Ashford hopes to win allocation of about 
$30,000 fora feasibility study. The study will 
take three or four months. The School Dis- 
trict plans to move out of the castle this 
summer. Unfortunately, if the district sim- 
ply waits for the state to determine whether 
or not the castle can be acquired, a “no” vote 
by the legislature could place the district in 


a difficult position, possibly forcing them to 
resolicit bids, and necessitating that they 
maintain castle and grounds, until a new 
owner could be found. 

The Joslyn Castle Preservation Society 
has offered’a method by which the interests 
of the School District and the state can be 
protected. The society endorses Senator 
Ashford’s efforts. It also is prepared to offer 
to the State an unconditional option to pur- 
chase the property at any time. If the district 
accepts the society’s bid, the society will 
immediately begin a drive to gain support 
and contributions for the continued use of 
the castle and grounds as an historical and 
educational resource for public benefit. If 
Ashford is successful in securing legislative 
approval, thesociety will give the castle, and 
all the funds contributed, to the State of 
Nebraska. 

By accepting the society’s bid, the dis- 
trict can give Senator Ashford, and the state, 
the time needed to provide for the preserva- 
tion of Joslyn Castle along the lines of 
Nebraska City’s Arbor Lodge. In addition, 
instead of placing the castle in limbo to 
await a decision by the state, the School 
District can enable the society to use the 

four months to generate funds for the resto- 
ration and preservation of the castle. 

Should Senator Ashford fail to gain 
support for his idea, the Joslyn Castle Pres- 
ervation Society would go forth with its 
plans to maintain and enhance the castle 
and grounds for the community’s benefit. 
Either way, the history of Joslyn Castle would 
be protected and preserved for the enjoy- 
ment and education of future generations. 


Non-Family “Farm” Presents Challenge to I-300. 


FM 


Friends of the Constitution, a group 
supporting the Family Farm Amendment, I- 
300, supplied us with this story on a court 
challenge to I-300. 

Two farmers, Everett Holstein of Blair 
and Richards Bartek of Ithaca have success- 
fully intervened as defendants in federal 
court to defend 1-300 in a case filed by yet 
another corporation, MSM Farms, Inc., set 
up to chdllénge 1-300’s constitutionality. 

- The suit was filed against the attorney 
general, and feeling that an “inadequate 
job” was being done by the attorney gen- 
eral’s office in defending I-300, the farmers 
asked the court to allow them to intervene 
as defedants. 

Here is the background for the story, 
also supplied by Friends of the Constitution. 


Set up as a challenge 


MSM admittedly was set up to violate I- 
300 by purchasing about 10 acres near Co- 
lumbus, Nebraska. It has two unrelated 


stockholders (Gerald Schleich, of Austin 
Realty Company.in Lincoln, and Paul Meyer, 
a West Point farmer), neither of whom operate 
the farm. They admit they don’t qualify as a 
family farm corporation and claim that I- 
300 violates their rights to “equal protec- 
tion” under the federal constitution. 

According to Meyer’s sworn statement, 
the money used to buy the land was “fur- 
nished” by Columbus, NE businessman 
Chuck Sand, a long time corporate farm 
supporter. MSM Farms is represented in 
court by Nebraskans for Another Look, the 
organization set up by John DeCamp to 
undo 1-300. 

Corporate farmers have used the “equal 
protection” argument against I-300 before. 
The Omaha National Bank made the argu- 
ment instate courts in 1984, to noavail. But 
the MSM case is in federal court, and MSM 
has been deliberately designed to make the 
claim that there is really no difference be- 
tween a corporation owned by unrelated 


individuals like them and a family farm cor- 


poration, so the law shouldn’t discriminate 


against them. 

The case is being handled by Bernard 
“Bud” Packett of the attorney general’s staff. 
Packett has admitted to people that he doesn’t 
care for I-300, and he’s evidenced it many 
times. 

Packett, for example, suggested that I- 
300 did not exempt eggs, giving political 
ammunition to opponents. He’s also the 
one who suggested that a corporation could 
meet the requirement that a stockholder in 
a family farm corporation be engaged in 
“day-to-day labor” even if he was only en- 
gaged in “brain” labor, no matter how far 
from the farm this stockholder lived. And it 
was Packett who tried to let packer feeding 
and corporate custom feeding into Nebraska 
by saying that such corporations were ex- 
empt because their livestock was “purchased 
for slaughter,” not for fattening. 

In the MSM Farms case, Packett tried 
to avoid defending 1-300 by telling the court 
that MSM had no reason to fear prosecu- 
tion when it bought the land. Why? Because 

Continued on page 5. 
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Castle’s Rich Past 
MH 


In 1940, Sarah Joslyn bequeathed her 
home to be used “to best benefit the people 
of Omaha.” For the last half-century, that 
“beneficial use” has been enjoyed, and the 
Castle lovingly maintained, by the Omaha 
School District Administration. This sum- 
mer, the school district’s offices will be moved 
to the renovated Tech High School. Joslyn 
Castle, an unneeded maintenance expense, 
will become surplus property. 

Unlike other suplus property, the Castle 
won't simply be sold to the highest bidder. 
The School Board is aware of the building’s 
unique place in the history of Omaha, and in 
the hearts and minds of Omahans. That 


awareness, and several strict protective 
covenants attached to the property when 
the district purchased it in 1976, should 
ensure that the Castle will be sold only if its 
preservation is guaranteed. 

Joslyn Castle is an enormously valuable 
property. The 35-room, 20,000-square foot, 
mansion sits ona 5.5-acre site, along with an 
8,000 square foot carriage house, and a 4,500 
Square foot “annex” (formerly, the green- 
house). A recent real estate appraisal val- 
ued the estate at something above $800,000. 
The accuracy of the estimate is question- 
able; there is no comparable property in the 
city, nor in the state. 

The Castle is incomparable both archi- 
tecturally and hisorically. It was built in 
1903 by George and Sarah Joslyn. The noted 
Omaha architect, John McDonald, who also 
designed the Joslyn Museum, lavished 
$250,000 of the Joslyn fortune on the hilltop 
estate at 39th and Davenport. (In 1903, a 
substantial home could be built for $5,000.) 
The Joslyns were Nebraska’s wealthiest citi- 
zens. The home they built reflects not only 
that wealth, but something of their charac- 
ter. A newspaper article written in 1944, 
when the public was first able to tour the 
fabled house, describes “...the evidence of 
money having been spent lavishly 
everywhere...Circassion walnut beams, sat- 
inwood, gold satin damask, Spanish mahog- 
any, mother of pearl mosaic ceiling, Sienna 
marble...” But, the article goes on to note 
that “the outlayseemed to have been less for 
the sake of advertising its expenditure than 
to add to the quality of living.” “ 
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A Community 


by Jane Smith 


The author is Vice chair of the board of Well- 
Spring. 

Wellspring is a two year old organiza- 
tion started by Rev. Ross Robson to seek 
alternatives to throwing prostitutes in jail. 

Our purpose is to help women who 
want to leave prostitution, and we offer a 
three-fold program. One, emergency serv- 
ices as needed (e.g. bus fare, place to live, 
refuge from a pimp,etc.) Two, a support 
group where women trying to get out of 
prostitution can help each other. And three, 
a house--eventually--for long term residen- 
tial programming such as counselling, skills 
development, parenting classes, G.E.D., etc. 

Presently, we handle emergencies as 
they come up. Clients hear by word of mouth, 
from alcoholic treatment programs, police 
referrals, some advertising, for example, we 
leave matchbooks in bars. 

Our funds come from speaking and small 
donations. We sent out a couple of letters 
seeking donations. Had we more money, we 
could open a house for more programming, 
something we hope to do in the future. 
Right now our greatest need is for a person 
to organize a fund raising drive for us. 


Weare developinga program to go into 


What does that colored stamp 
in the front page “subscription status” box 
have to do with the survival of this newspaper? 


the jails. I expect that this will require that 
the program broaden its scope to address 
issues such as incest, alcoholism, etc. 

We are also working on an alternative 
sentencing program. So that instead of going 
to jail, women in prostitution could go through 
this program. , 

We are pleased that we have had good 
support from civic leaders from the begin- 
ning. Our board includes a judge and a po- 
lice department representative. 

Rev. Robson points out that women in 
prostitution are victims more than victimiz- 
ers. He cites studies that show that 100% of 
these women were child abuse victims, and 
90% were sexually abused. Also, it isn’t sex 
that keeps them in this life, but rather, a 
combination of three things: economic ne- 
cessity, need for power, and low self-esteem. 

If the legislature succeeds in raising the 
penalties for prostitution, is hard to say 


whether things will improve. Although the — 


law in theory applies to men and women 
equally, in fact, more raids are conducted 
against women, and the system tends not to 
disrupt the life ofa well-spoken of “respon- 
sible” member of the community. Most 
prostitutes will tell you that most of their 
customers are repeaters, but the customers 


get treated as if they are first time offenders. 
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Nebraska needs this forum of independent ideas! 


Also, often the fines for the men are kept 
low enough to keep their names out of the 
paper. You would expect to see a one toone 
ratio of mens’ names in the paper as wom- 
ens’, but everyone knows, this never hap- 
pens. Then, too, if increased penalties re- 
sult in the women being punished more by 
their pimps for getting caught, it is hard to 
see a good outcome. One good thing that 
might happen, however, is that the women 


Response to Prostitution 


in prostitution might feel more motivation 
to be involved in a program such as ours. 
The bill to increase the penalties for 
prostitution now before. the legislature is 
LB 116 by Lindsay. It eliminates citations in 


lieu of arrest and increase penalties from 


class V to class I.misdemeanor. The maxi- 
mum fine of $100 would be raised to 1 year 
and $1,000 


The Civilian-Based Defense Association encourages study 
of national defense based on civilian-preparedness to deter 
and resist agression nonviolently. International membership 
dues: USA $15.00. Members receive Civilian-Based De- 
fense: News & Opinion, The Association's eight-to-twelve- 


page newsletter, containing world news and opinion about 
developments relating to this concept. Civilian-Based De- 
fense Association, PO. Box 31616, Omaha, NE 68131 
USA. Telephone: 402-558-2085. 
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either study of nuclear waste ora concensus 


of its membership. 

Neither is the-case. — ae 

In reality, the state League position 
derived from a national League board in- 
terpretation of a generic energy study un- 
dertaken in the late 1970s. According to 
long-time national board member Merri- 
lyn Reeves, the national position traveled 
neither of the customary routes for becom- 
ing national positions: successful submis- 
sion for local study or national convention 
discussion. 

While Nebraska League members served 
on Department of Environmental Control 
committees, co-sponsored statewide meet- 
ings, and attended national conferences, 
the state organization has conducted no in- 
dependent analysis on the nuclear waste 
issue. Neither can it produce any records 
showing it was studied locally or that its 
membership was polled on the issue. 

Thus, while state League leaders point 
to “involvement” in the issue, they neither 
evidence any independent knowledge of 
the issue nor display savvy in dealing on 
equal terms with the multi-million-dollar 
corporation whose mission is to build a 


‘low-level radioactive waste dump in Ne- 


braska. 

Nonpartisanship: Compromised by 
State Board 

The national League made headlines 
last fall when it refused to participate in a 
presidential debate plan which it said was 
manipulated by the candidates’ campaigns. 
Withdrawing League sponsorship of the 
debate, national president Nancy Neuman 
said, ““We could not in good con- 


science...sacrifice our independence or re- 
linquish our responsibility to insure the 


integrity of the debate. We could not allow 


(our) longstanding nonpartisanship...to be 
compromised...” Boe S 

Unfortunately, equivalent sensitivity to 
co-option has not emerged on the state 
League board. Long-time members have 
lamented privately that the state leader- 
ship’s handling of the nuclear waste issue is 
a prime example of the erosion of rigorous 
thinking within the organization. “The 
League is a shell of what it once was,” one 
former elected official, now an inactive League 
member, says. “Through League, women 
became empowered, went into the workforce 
full time, and now no longer have the time 
or interest to buck League’s bureaucracy to 
try to get something done.” Another says, 
“Given League’s current stucture, there’s 
too much of a tendency for a few to set the 
agenda, capturing the organization, while 
the others simply go along.” 

The complex issue of nuclear waste cries 
out for the strong leadership and quality 
information citizens have come to expect 
from the League. Fortunately, citizens. in 
other states (South Dakota, for example) 
have benefited from League’s integrity and 
probity on this sensitive issue. 

However, in Nebraska, despite the 
availability of $85,000 to inform and edu- 
cate the public--eclipsing the annual $75,000 
available to the three finalist sites for their 
independent monitoring and technical over- 
Sight--the League lost the opportunity to 
help create an informed citizenry. Worse, it 
has become an essential component of a 
calculated disinformation campaign. 
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Delisting Decision 
Delaye 


by Colleen Aagesen 


WANTED: An incinerator that can transform hazardous waste into 
non-hazardous ash, preferably without dangerous air emissions. 
ALSO WANTED: Landfill to hold this non-hazardous ash, state- 
of-the-art, with strong synthetic envelope and impermeable clay 
liners. 

The Nebraska Department of Environmental Control must 
have found its hypothetical ad answered when Waste-Tech, Inc. filed 
its first successful petition for an incinerator to be located near 
Kimball. The Waste-alchemists from Golden, Colorado expected 

' another success when they testified before a full crowd at a hearing 
in Lincoln February 17 on behalf of their second petition. 

Arguing that their incineration process effectively renders the 
ash non-hazardous, Waste-Tech’s Vice-president of Environmental 
Operations Eliot Cooper petitioned the Environmental Control 
Council to delist ash to be generated from its proposed incinerator. 
Ata51/2-hour hearing, Cooper told the governor-appointed panel 
of representatives from public, industrial, civic and governmental 
groups that the proposed facility would “set the standard for waste 
treatment around the world.” 

In a surprising 11-1 vote, however, the council delayed a deci- 
sion until May, appointing a task force to work with Waste-Tech in 
the meantime. Acting upon a suggestion by council chairman Elwin 
Larson of Omaha, the task force is to address issues raised at the 


Waste-Tech’s incinerator is ready to import waste 

from 11 states and more than 132 hazardous con- 
stituents. "It’s an operation that will bring in...six 
cement truckloads of waste a day,” said Ken 
Johnson. “That’s enough to fill a football field 10 
feet deep each year.” 


hearing, many of them reflecting reservation voice by Larson and 
Omaha physician Dennis Weisenburger. The unexpected delay 
caught Waste-Tech’s Cooper off guard: “We may be running out of 
time. If the petition is delayed beyond May, Waste-Tech will have to 
rethink the entire Kimball project.” 

Delisting means that ash is reclassified as non-hazardous and, 
thus, given burial rights in a minimally-regulated landfill, falling 
under state solid waste regulations whose violation brings much 
smaller fines than those of the stricter hazardous waste regulations. 


A denial of the delisting petition would require Waste-Tech to . 


dispose of the ash at an out-of-state hazardous waste site or build a 
_ hazardous waste facility in Nebraska which would have more strin- 
gent specifications. 

Many considered the delisting a “done deal.” In addition to 
winning the support of the Kimball city council, state senator Dennis 
Baack, and most of Kimball’s business community, Waste-Tech’s 
application had DEC backing. “I was hoping it would be delisted,” 
said KathyKendall, Department of Environmental Control (DEC) 
program specialist. “I was surprised it wasn’t because it would solve 
a multitude of problems. It’s the best landfill we’ve seen. “Carol 
Wilson, DEC waste program specialist, told the council that the 
incineration process and landfill structure was an “over-kill” design 
with respect to Nebraska regulations. She said the landfill--with its 
double synthetic liners, leachate collection system, and layers of 
clay--exceeds Nebraska’s minimal solid waste disposal require- 
ments. The proposed incinerator is no ordinary incinerator, de- 
signed simply to take care of area wastes or the medical wastes of a 


Continued on page 11. 


MSM had no intention of actually farming or ranching. 
Instead, said Packett, MSM intended only to challenge 
the constitutionality of I-300, and that’s not a violation of 
1-300! Aghast, the court ordered Packett to defend I-300. 


Judgment With Facts Absent 


Packett then agreed to “stipulations” (uncontested 
facts) suggested by MSM, an ordinary procedure de- 
signed to reduce time and trouble calling witnesses to 
testify in a trial. But he did not suggest any stipulations in 
defense of I-300, ignoring for example the evidence sub- 
mitted by Friends of the Constitution in the Omaha 
National Bank case. Then he quickly agreed to proceed 
without any trial. So the judge ordered both sides to 
submit final written arguments. 

In short, the future of I-300 rested in the hands of two 
lawyers, neither of whom supported 1-300, and a judge 


who didn’t have all the facts. 

Later, the attorney general agreed to ask the judge 
to reopen the case for more evidence. 

As of last week (late February) both motions had 
been granted; U.S. District Judge Warren Urbom ruled 
that the farmers could intervene and the record on the 
lawsuit could be reopened; both rulings were greeted 
with joy by supporters of I-300. 

Attorney Bob Broom who is defending the farmers 
expressed confidence that I-300 would survive the at- 
tack. Both sides must have briefs in by May 3. The case 
will be tried after that. 

# 

More on I-300. For the first time since its passage 
in 1982, no bill has been introduced in the Nebraska 
legislature this year to repeal J-300 or weaken it. 


Pending Nuclear Waste Legislation 


314 


Requires county-wide vote within 90- 
180 days of site selection 


795 Intent to establish: 
Prohibits any local vote or other local 
governmental subdivision action 
restricting license 


- Satellite Compact office in county 
within 90 days of selection 

- Toll-free number prior to 7/1/89 

- Commission information repository 


in potential host counties 


52 


Requires county-wide vote within 30-90 
days of site selection 


Requires Compact office located in: 
- Nebr. by 9/1/89 
- Host county prior to construction 


Local monitoring committee may hire 
(only) local inspector 


Bans shallow-land burial 


Local monitoring committee receives 
$100,000 for independent studies and 
any necessary purpose 


Bans shallow-land burial 


Provides for excess costs incurred by 


Nebraska to be assessed against gen- 


erators 


Limits life of dump to 30 years or 5 mil. 


cu. ft. 


Allocates $2 mil./yr. to be split between 
host county and municipalities within 


10 Km. of site: 


- $1 mil./yr. for “public purposes” 
- $1 mil/yr. to “maintain” water quality 


Offers to adjacent land-owners free 
testing of water and ag products 


Five bills dealing with low-level radioactive waste are currently 


under consideration in the unicameral. 


Limits life of dump to 30 yrs. or 5 mil. 
cu. ft. 


Allocates funds to be paid by developer 
to host community for: 
$1 mil/yr. 
* emergency response management, 
planning, equipment, and training 
: Full-time inspector 


Offers to landowners within 2 mi. of site 
free testing of water - 


Offers to residents within 5 Mi. of site 
free whole body radioactivity testing at 
leastevery 3 yrs - 


None replicate both issues considered in Initiative 402 (the right 
to vote prior to construction,and withdrawal from the Compact). 
However, three (52, 314, and 795) address the right-to-vote 
issue—LB 52 and LB 314 requiring a vote and LB 795 prohibiting 
a vote. 


LBs 52, 761, and 763 place into state law some of the chief as- 
surances made during the Initiative 402 debate of 1988. LBs 761 
and 763 spell out varying financial and liability provisions and 
delineate mechanisms enhancing local control and safeguards. 


The bills will be heard by the Natural Resources Committee 
whose members include Chair Loran Schmit, Howard Lamb, 
Spence Morrissey, Jackie Smith, Rod Johnson, John Weihing, 
Owen Elmer, and Sharon Beck. 


Requires environmental and financial 
review of developer's license if more 
than 10% of stock changes hands 


Requires legislative approval to 
dispose of non-Compact waste in 
Nebraska 


Subjects Compact Commission to 
Nebraska open meetings law 


Holds state, host county and munici- 
palities harmless against personal 
injury or property damage claims 


Imposes rebuttal presumption of facility 
operator's liability for damage “within 3 
mi. of dump” 
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Saturated Sites 


Wuere Not To Put A Rapioactive Dump 


By Lynn Moorer 


For five hours February 16 the legislature's Natural 
Resources Committee heard public testimony on 
five bills related to the nuclear waste facility cur- 
rently under consideration. Doubts were voiced by 
residents of Boyd, Nemaha and Nuckolls counties 
regarding US Ecology's trustworthiness, compe- 
tence and the process used to select their counties as 
finalist sites. Emerging from the testimony as a 


“A branch of Long Creek runs through 
the site with water in it year round. It often 
_ gets overflow from nearby shallow wells. 

Kenny, Oestmann 
Auburn 


“We are concerned about groundwater... 
That is our biggest concern. We have 

to be in an area that there are enough 
geologic barriers to preclude any kind of 
fltration down to the groundwater.” 


Rich Paton 
V.P. US Ecology 


McCook, 5-19-88 
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common theme were descriptions of wet site condi- 
tions which US Ecology had previously identified as 
necessary to avoid in order to discourage leakage 
into groundwater. Residents in each county des- 
cribed site characteristics in each county which are 
marsh, close to groundwater or receive overflow. 
These photos of sites chosen in each county show 
these wet conditions. 


“This culvert channels water across the 
road to the side from a spring-fed creek. 
That’s a twelve foot by ten foot culvert. 


That holds a lot of water.” 
Kenny Oestmann 
Auburn 


“We will not be siting on an area where we 
simply cannot protect the groundwater. 
That's first and foremost in our mind.” “There are numerous spring 


Rich Paton irrigate out of them. We wot 


V.P. US Ecolo 
McCook, 5-1 net! cept for the drought last sul 


NEMAHA 
Cou NTY “What we are Concerned al 


from surface to groundwate 


“Water collects in this lowland along t 
If they put a dump here, some times 
to get to it.” 


We think that first and foremost the : 
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en 


s all around the site--some of them so big we 
ild have had a lot more flowing springs ex- 


mmer.”’ 
“"speror {| NUCKOLLS 
COUNTY 


out is not just depth, but overall movement 
vA wy 
Rich Paton 
V.P. US Ecology 


| BoyD - 
COUNTY|# 


ne east side of the selected site. 
; of the year, they’ll need a boat 


Wayne Kinzle 
Butte 


site has got to be a good site...” 
Rich Paton 


V.P. US Ecology 


“These cattails are a quarter mile from the site. Since they only 
grow on a marshy area, the site has to be a wetland. Even 


with a drought you can see‘ it’s wet.” 
Roger Williams 
Nora 


“We are not going to...locate a facility ina swamp. The site has 
got to be technically a good site...well-drained... 


free of environmental limitations..” 
Rich Paton 
V.P. US Ecology 


Norfolk, 5-16-88 


“Native species willow 
trees cover the north- 
west corner of the half 
section US Ecology is 
looking at for a dump 
site. Anybody knows 
that willow trees only 
grow where it’s very 


wet.” 
Paul Allen 
Bristow 
“The groundwater 


system in Nebraska is 
one of the most com- 
plex. We will have todo 
a very careful analysis 


at the local level.”’ 
Rich Paton 
V.P. US Ecology 
Scottsbluff, 5-18-88 
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Reader Comments on Editor’s Contribution 


The following came to WHAMO unsigned. 
The editors gave serious consideration as to 
the pros and cons of printing anything un- 
signed, and decided to print this particular 
item, because its content was analytical in its 
criticism rather than just mean spirited, its 
source particularly interesting (World-Her- 
ald insiders), and the information seemed im- 
portant to our readers. 

The necessity for anonymity also seemed 


beyond question. 
Dear Dr. Mendenhall: 


It was good to see WHAMO again. And 
it is a good issue. 

We would like to contribute this article 
on the impact Woody Howe has had, as 
editor of the World-Herald, on what Oma- 
hans get to read and digest. 

His influence is tremendous. Here is 
what has occurred under his editorship. 

The business news staff has tripled in 
size, but the paper still has no labor re- 
porter. The focus remains on stories about 
management. 

The paper has abandoned having an 
editorial cartoonist of its own. No applicant 
would agree to Howe’s censorship of car- 
toon topics. 

Reporters are taking more trips, cover- 
ing a wider range than previously. 

The coverage of the black community 
and other minorities remains pitifully weak. 
The staff has one black reporter and one 
lack photographer. 

The emphasis on covering NU football 
has increased. The amount of attention to 


NU football is disproportionately high 
compared to its news value--and the events 
which go uncovered for lack of space. 

The Herald has shifted from hiring 
reporters with 2-5 years experience to fo- 
cusing on young women fresh out of college. 
Some say Howe was frustrated with veter- 
ans covering news as news, and opted to take 
inexperienced women he could mold to cover 
from his slant. 

The reporting staff has remained the 
same size, while the number of editors has 
increased significantly. Other major papers 
have increased their reporting staffs in the 
same time span. 

The paper has abandoned the slot for a 
social services reporter. No one regularly 
covers welfare-human services, the plight of 
the less fortunate. 

Fine talent has left the paper in increas- 
ing numbers--at least two to become man- 
aging editors of large papers, and others to 
win reporting awards they could not under 
Howe’s heavy-handed, personal editing. 

Some say there is a better staff of former 
World-Herald reporters staying in Omaha in 
other jobs than those on the paper. The ex- 
staffers still here include Jim Fogarty, Bob 
Hoig, Nick Schinker, Eileen Wirth, Ed Tran- 
dahl and Kevin Warneke. The others have 
moved to other states. 

Humor and bright writing have van- 
ished from the Herald’s pages, edited out by 
Howe’s seriousness and insistence on more 
stories about government and fewer on 
people. First to be banished was the dec- 
ades-old humor item called “It Happened 
in Omaha.” The last writer about people 
and features was Al Frisbie, retired three or 


more years ago. 

The paper has installed an electronic 
library system which is valuable. Unfortu- 
nately, thousands of files from the old li- 
brary over decades were thrown away before 
history buffs intervened and had them given 
to the Douglas County Historical Society. . 

More color charts and photos are used, 
following the trend started by USA Today. 

The job of military affairs writer has 
been left unfilled following Howard Silber’s 
retirement last year. 

No long range planning for news cover- 
age is done, because Howe is so immersed in 
revising reporters stories daily and writing 
sarcastic memos to remind sub editors and 
reporters who is the all-knowing boss. 

The lines supposed to exist between 
reporting and editorial writing have been 
blurred. News stories are assigned with a 


particular bent to set up an editorial espous- 
ing the paper’s views. 

The coverage of entertainment has 
increased. Peter Citron’s colunin has been 
added in Howe’s tenure. So 

So you can see what an editor can do to 
the product you read. Some of Howe’s changes 
have been good for readers; much has been 
detrimental--forcing readers to look else- 
where for the fairness and balance the Her- 
ald should provide in a monopoly situation 
which earns it a handsome profit. 

_ We wish we could sign this, but our 
employers would not like the identification, 
and our jobs might be at risk. The facts are 
true, the opinions and analyses in the mark 


Sincerely, 


WHAMO readers 


THROUGH THE TEETH, 
OVER THE GUMS, . 
LOOK OUT STOMACH, 
HERE if COMES! - 


SUNDAY JOURNAL-STAR - 


©'29 JousN.-sTaAR PRINTING CO.” 


Continued from page 1. 

from World-Herald executive editor G. 
Woodson Howe that also demanded that 
newsroom people avoid giving any respect 
for homosexual love. Said the memo: 

“We should not refer to homosexual sex 
partners as ‘lovers’ as we did in a recent story 
about Rock Hudson. 

“A lot of people think that men having 
sexual intercourse together is not ‘love’ and 

for usto refer toit as love is adebasement of 
the word. 

“Similarly, the strong attachment two 
homosexuals might feel for one another 
does not make them ‘lovers’ in the sense 

~ that Romeo and Juliet were lovers. 

“Let’s find more accurate and appro- 
priate ways to describe the sexual activity 
that occurs between homosexuals and the 
bond that they feel.” 

Meanwhile, a couple of reporters from 
the Voice, who do seem well connected among 


the gay community, have been uncovering 
details of the Franklin story as yet untold by 
our favorite local daily. (Could there be a 
lesson to be learned here?) 

Intheir February 9 issue, Michael Casey 
and Rick Hornung describe the homosex- 
ual lifestyle of Larry King--nothing new 
there--as well as the assistance given King in 
his ascent in the Republican party by Wash- 
ington p.r. firm Carmen, Carmen & Hugel, 
including a reference to Max Hugel as “former 
CIA director William Casey’s (Reagan 
administration) longtime pal and first dep- 
uty in charge of covert operations at the 
CIA.” Of special interest was the story's 
focus on how sex and drugs were used as an 
inducement to do business with Franklin. 

The story betrayed its out-of-town au- 
thorship, with inaccuracies immediately 
apparent to local people, such as placing 
Larry King’s boyhood home as “between 


the Union Pacific tracks and the open pens 
of the stockyards.” W-H executive editor G. 
Woodson Howe said it contained twenty- 
eight errors of fact, in a telephone conversa- 
tion with this reporter, but named only the 
one about the stockyards. John Lee, pub- 
lisher of the Metropolitan, who at one time 
had considered running the piece, said that 
he had turned it down because the errors 
could not be corrected in time to get it in 
print, in view of the fact that the Voice 
planned to print in the next few days. 

Also covered was a brief mention of 
some aspects of World-Herald publisher 
Harold Andersen’s role with Franklin (see 
box page 1). The Voice plans a part two. 


Chambers on Colby 


Former CIA Director William Colby 
(Nixon administration) was being consid- 
ered to head up the legislature’s investigat- 


ing team until a few weeks ago. State Sen. 
Ernie Chambers, who is vice chair of the 
special legislative committee overseeing the 
investigation, vehemently opposed Colby’s 
appointment. “ We didn’t need any side 
issues,” said Chambers, referring to Colby’s 
involvement in such CIA activities as the 
Phoenix Program, a Vietnam War'action by 
the agency that killed 20,000 suspected c- 
vilian supporters of the Vietcong. “Colby 
was appointed by a Republican, and he has 
too much political baggage. I didn’t wart 
him and I didn’t trust him.” 

Chambers also cited as a “baggage,” 
former deputy director of the CIA in charg: 
of covert operations, Max Hugel, now with 
a p.r. firm helping Larry King entertain Re- 
publicans. Colby when asked if there were 
any conflicts said there were none, but there 
was no way Colby could not know of Max 
Hugel’s involvement. 
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Unicameral 


by Sharon Kirsch 


Although the Federal government is be- 
coming more aware of child care issues, the 
United States and South Africa are the only 
developed countries that do not have a Na- 
tional Child Care Policy. A number of bills 
regarding child care address the concerns of 
many Nebraskans. 

According to information provided by the 
Nebraska Department of Labor, nearly 10,000 
families headed by women in Nebraska have 
children under six. The median income of 
these families is $5,748. The need for afford- 
able, accessible quality day care services is 
enormous. Training of qualified child care 
providers and funding for the expansion of 
early childhood programs are among the is- 
sues addressed by bills introduced in the 91st 
legislature. : 

LB 462, which is in the Health and 
Human Services committee attempts to 
deregulate child care. It would amend the 
child care licensure statute to apply only to 
programs for six or more children (not in- 
cluding the child care providers’ children). 
Currently the statute requires that programs 
which provide care for four or more chil- 
dren must be licensed. 

According to the Center for Applied 
Urban Research, UNO, an estimated 72,500 
Nebraska pre-school age children attended 
day care in 1987. Only an estimated 40% of 
these children attended licensed and regis- 
tered centers or home day care facilities. 
Child care advocates strongly oppose this 
bill by Senator Lamb. The bill is now in 
committee. 

LB 456 would require child care provid- 
ers to have at least one person on duty at all 
times who is trained in first aid and cardio- 
pulmonary resuscitation. The bill, sponsored 
by Senator Ashford, has not yet been voted 
out of committee. 

LB567, sponsored by the Education 
Committee, quickly advanced to General 
File on February 7. It establishes an Early 
Childhood Education Training Center in 
the Department of Education. The center 
will include a clearinghouse for training 
materials and the development of parent 
education programs. Funds will be provided 
for four pilot projects. An advisory board of 
10 members will be appointed by the Gover- 
nor. Ten other members from the State Board 
of Education will also serve on the advisory 
board. 

LB 676, introduced by Senator Wesely, 
addresses the growing need for quality child 
care by citing inadequacy of current services 
and establishing legislative intent “to pro- 
mote the growth and development of a 
comprehensive child care system” that en- 
courages quality, affordable, accessible and 
educational child care services. Under the 
Early Childhood Program Training Fund, 


which would be financed by a $200,000 grant, 
the Department of Social Services would 
provide training for licensed home day care 
as well as day care centers. A toll-free hot- 
line would be available at the Department 
of Social Services and provide immediate 
responses and information to child care 
providers. 

Another prominent feature of LB 678 
is that it promotes equal access to quality 
day care services by raising the Title XX 
federal reimbursement for child care to 
“market rates” annually. Child care provid- 
ers are often unable to care for Title XX 
children because they cannot absorb the 


additional cost. By adjusting the Title XX 


assistance to market rates, quality child care 
would become accessible to low income 
families. U.S. Senator Bob Kerrey testified 
February 15 in Lincoln before the Health 
and Human Services Committee in support 
of LB 678. The bill is still in General File. 
LB 329, introduced by Senator Landis, 
allows businesses a tax credit for providing 
child day care services to their employees. 
Child care can include the development of 
an on-site licensed facility, and subsidizing 


.or contracting with another facility to pro- 


vide day care for employees. Businesses must 
apply to the Department of Social Services 
for the tax credit, which cannot exceed 


._ $250,000 a year. The bill is on General File. 
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A number of other bills addressing 
children’s issues are under consideration. 

LB 664, also known as the Children’s 
Mental Health Policy Act, establishes a state 
policy for the delivery of children’s mental 
health services. One provision requires that 
services be provided in the least restrictive, 
most natural setting and as close to the 
child’s home community as possible. Serv- 
ices are to be based on the particular needs, 
resources and problems of the individual 
and are to be designed and implemented to 
strengthen families. Under LB 664 the state 
would develop a policy to promote the 
development of a comprehensive system of 
mental health services by the year 1995. 
Provisions included preventive and early 
identification services such as school-based 
mental health services and intensive home- 
based service, among others. Children or 
adolescents receiving services would be 
encouraged to be actively involved to the 
greatest extent possible in making decisions 
about their treatment. The bill is waiting to 
be advanced to the floor. 

Two bills dealing with the state’s Aid to 
Dependent Children program advanced to 
General File. LB 362 provides continued 
child care assistance for up to 12 months 
after the recipient has become ineligible 
due to increased hours of employment or 
increased income. Medical assistance may 
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also be provided for up to 12 months with- 
out the current restrictions. 

LB 449 introduced by Senator Ashford 
was advanced to the Legislature by the Health 
and Human Services Committee. The bill 
originally increased aid to dependent chil- 
dren payments from $293 to $300 -- the 
highest level of ADC assistance allowed by 
state laws. However, the bill advanced with 
an amendment that would eliminate the 
ADC increases, but would retain other 
measures such as allowing ADC recipients 
who have become employed to receive aid 
one month after they begin work, a provi- 
sion designed to help recipients adjust and 
become financially independent. Another 
provision established a tracking system for 
people no longer eligible and may provide 
informal assistance to better ensure a suc- 
cessful transition. The bill is currently on 
General File. 

LB 354, sponsored by Senator Wesely, 
extends income guidelines to determine 
Medicaid eligibility for pregnant women, 
children, elderly, and disabled individuals. 
Under Weseley’s bill pregnant women and 
children would qualify for Medicaid if their 
income is greater than, or up to 185 percent 
of, the poverty level. The bill also expands 
income guidelines by allowing elderly, dis- 
abled persons and children under eight to 

i on page 10. 
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Just When You Thought it Was Safe to Read WHAMO Again 
Citron “Slimes” Harper — and We Object 


by Bic Pentel 


There they go again, the World-Herald 
bashing Mike Harper and all the good folks 
at ConAgra. What, your preservationist’s 
essence shrieks, the W-H and Mike Harper 
have been in lock step every inch of the way. 
Not so. And in the spirit of fair reportage, 
we are duty bound to wipe the mud, or 
“slime” off Mike and set the record straight. 

It all started with Pete Citron’s column 
on March 2 entitled “Mike Harper’s Healthy 
Choice Cafe.” The gist of the article was that 
Pete and his pal thought that Mike and his 
gang at ConAgra had missed the boat with 
their new frozen food entree “Healthy 
Choice.” In fact, Pete described someone 
else’s characterization of the dessert as 
“slime.” 

Pete, look at it from this angle. Most of 
the baby boomers are sliding past 40 watch- 
ing their chests slide down to their belt lines, 
and starting to think about mortality. Eve- 


Not Age of 


by Bic Pentel 


My algebra teacher had explained that 
the left side of the equal sign must balance 
with the right side. “Why?” I inquired. “So 
you won't tip over,” replied the underpaid 
educator. Perhaps a simplistic answer but I 
sensed that the educator realized that he 
was not squelching a budding Einstein. In 
fact, the advice has generally served me well. 

Others may opine that the source of the 
problem should be laid at the feet of the 
postal department. You see, both pieces of 
disturbing mail arrived on the same date. In 
all likelihood, the glaring imbalance would 
not have been discovered if separated by 
time. 


Dollars for Dave 


Nonetheless, there I was, starting to 
“algebraically” tip over. The first piece of 
literature was a letter signed by the likes of 
Mike Walsh (U.P.), Bill Fitzgerald (Com- 
mercial Federal), Mike Yanney, etc. The 
sum and substance of their note was that 
- Dave and Liz Karnes had fought the good 
fight and no matter what my party affili- 
ation, I should join them in helping to re- 
duce the debt incurred by Dave and Liz. 
They further informed that I could contrib- 
ute up to $1,000. 

The computer didn’t even have to change 
gears. Mike Walsh, Bill Fitzgerald, Mike 
Yanney equals big business supporting Dave 
Karnes equals Republican--no tip over here, 
sun will set in the west this evening, and all 
is right in the world. 


rywhere you go, the in-crown is talking about 
high density lipoproteins, polyunsaturates, 
etc. David Horowitz tells us that we’ve got 
to start reading labels. So we start reading 
labels. Unfortunately, I usually don’t have 
my Ph.D. nutritionist in tow when at the 
frozen food section. The labels throw jargon 
at us when we are trying to be “informed 
shoppers.” Remember, we all didn’t grow 
upn with this metric system. For the longest 
time I thought milligram was the Mrs. to 
Otto Graham. So, I turn the label over and 
tell myself we’ll buy on the basis of a good 
name in wellness. Then we read in a nutri- 
tion newsletter that the leading weight control 
frozen food entree is one of the leaders of 
the pack in packaging fat. 

In the midst of all this confusion, up 
steps Mike Harper and not only gives you 
the basic label information as do all the 
others, but also gives a standard against 
which to judge his product. This product 


Aquarius, just Politics as 


Payday for J.J. 


Next piece of literature. An engraved 
invitation from Mike and Joan Walsh cor- 
dially inviting me to attend a reception 
honoring Senator Jim and Pat Exon, to- 
gether with special guests, U.S. Senate 
Majority leader, George J. Mitchell, and 
Senator Bob Kerrey, all to take place at 
Mike and Joan’s house. Probably what caused 
the scale to begin tipping was the- same 
notation as the other solicitation--”Bring 
$1,000.” I was just getting ready to file Mike 
and Joan’s cordial invitation when the ver- 
tigo hit hard. Wait a minute! This is the same 
Mike Walsh--big business--Dave Karnes-- 
$1,000 that just added up in the other solici- 
tation. But this one is honoring J.J. Exon 
with George Mitchell and Bob Kerrey on 
board. Didn’t J.J. support Bob and wasn’t 
Bob running against Dave and isn’t that 
solicitation from Mike to help Dave? What’s 
going on here? The left side isn’t equaling 
the right side. Even.more dizzying was my 
knowledge of Senator Exon’s previous strong 
endorsement by labor. Now, get this, I’m 
almost bouncing after I discover that Mike 
and Joan have the union “bug” on their 
invitation! 

Suddenly, I’m at peace. The scales are 
starting to come back to an even keel. Arafat 
is asking to meet with the Israelis; this 
publication is defending Mike Harper. 
George is correct, it is a time of a kinder and 
gentler America. Lions and lambs will walk 
the face of the earth together. Back on bal- 
ance, I run to my office compatriot scream- 
ing hysterically that I am back on balance 
and it’s the dawning of Aquarius. I explain 


reports the sodium level and gives the guide- 
lines as established by the National Acad- 
emy of Sciences. It also sets forth the fat, 
saturated fats, polyunsaturated fats and 
cholesterol and also sets forth the recom- 
mended standards of the National Choles- 
terol Education Program. The product also 
‘gives equivalents and exchanges per serving 
as established by the American Diabetes 
Association and the American Dietetic 
Association. We think this goes a long way 
in allowing the consumer to make a rea- 
soned judgment. 

Now, to the next point. Pete kind of left 
me with the impression that he was eating 
processed library paste. Not necessarily so. 
Although I have only consumed the chicken 
dish, I must report that they have come a 
long way from the chicken pot pies from the 
1960’s. They actually made a pass at a cream 
sauce that had some flavor. Now, Pete, I 
admit that this is not La Cafe in a dish, but 


my insight to him. “Sit down, som.” 


Greenbacks for Mike and Drew 


What followed took my breath away. I 
was taken from basic algebra through quan- 
tum physics and beyond. “Let me give you 
some equations,” drolled the weathered wag. 
The U.P. Board of Directors told Mike and 
Drew Lewis that if they could get the stock 
to $100 that Mike and Drew each get a 
couple freight cars full of greenbacks. 

Currently, the working people at the 
railroad are protected by a Congressional 
Act called the Federal Employers Liability 
Act (FELA). It has proteeted the working 
people for over 70 years and makes the 
railroad responsible for the injuries and 
damages that it causes to their working people. 
Mike and some of the other boys that own 
locomotives want to do away with this law. If 
they do away with the law, they don’t have to 
make money the old fashioned way, it’s given 
to them. If the company doesn’t have to 
spend the same amount of money on their 
injured working people, then profits will in- 
crease, the stock will inch ever closer to that 
magic number and Mike and Drew will be 
happy. “There, my boy, are all the equa- 
tions.” 

“Stop!” I screamed, as I was beginning 
to list. Exon has a long record of supporting 
labor, why would Mike be wasting the ink? 
“It’s about to be an election year. This is how 
the system works. Don’t worry, it’s still bal- 
ancing out,” replied the logician. 

Wait again, I beseeched. “That's poli- 
tics as usual and George promised a kinder 
and gentler America. That doesn’t equate.” 


in comparison to what else is out there, this 
is better than most. . 

Just about the time that all the bleeding 
heart liberals around here begin thinking 
that the W-H has seen the light of day and is 
beginning to pick on big business, we have 
to examine our conscience and discover that 
sometimes they do things right. On this one, 
we've got to say that Mike is making a fine 
effort to inform the public about what is 
contained in his product. 

Incidentally for those who want to learn 
more about all this nutrition business, we 
can recommend two publications: “The 
Nutrition Action Health Letter” published 
by the Center for Science in the Public In- 
terest, 1501 16th St. N.W., WAshington, DC 
20036-1499; and the University of Califor- 
nia, “Berkeley Wellness Letter,” P.O. Box 
359162, Palm Coast, FL, 32035. Neither of 
these monthly publications are government 
and there is a cost associated with them. 


Usual 


“Listen, son, if it was a kinder and gen- 
tler America, Geraldo wouldn’t still be on 
the air. Last year was an election year and 
that phrase will be gone with ‘Whip Infla- 
tion Now’.” 

By this time, I knew I was in over my 
head and that I was in the presence of great- 
ness. Weakly, I pointed out that all didn’t 
make sense. “You're forgetting your basic 
lesson, son. It doesn’t have to make sense - 
-it just has to balance.” 

Well, anyway, Mike and Joan, thanks 
for the cordial invite. Probably won’t be able 
to make the bash, but just in case you’re 
throwing in supper for the $1,000, I'd like to 
tell you about this Healthy Choice frozen 
entree. A local kid here in town, Mike Harper, 
is trying to make a go of it and can’t get any 
support from the local press, and, anyway... 


Continued from page 9. 


qualify if their incomes are at the 
federal poverty level. The bill is now 
on Select File. 

Senator Chizek’s LB 265 was 
heard by the Judiciary Committee in 
early February. The measure pro- 
vides for District Court judges to 
appoint referees to aid the court in 
determining matters related to child 
or spousal support. The county or 
court being serviced would assume 
the costs. Provisions for rules to be 
followed by the referees are also in- 
cluded. 

The bill is on General File. 
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A Million Here, a Million There 


LB 209: Who’s. Getting 
the $14 Million? a 


ea the telephone industry have to 
pay tax on. ‘the access charges that interstate 
car carriers (Sprint, MCT, etc.) charge local 
companies? 

LB 209, introduced by Senator Ashford, 
on behalf of the telephone industry, would 
relieve them of that burden. It represents a 
loss of revenue to the state of about $14 
million per year. As of this writing, it has 
gone virtually unopposed to the point of 
Final Reading--although it is now brack- 
eted (meaning no action is anticipated in 
the near future). 

LB 209 may or may not be in the con- 
sumers’ interest, since, as the industry is 


quick to point out, it is the consumers who | 


would ultimately pay. It is clearly in the 
industry’s interest. The fact that it has had 
no opposition except for being bracketed 
(due to Senator Warner’s concern about the 
revenue loss), however, is asad commentary 


on the ease with which anecial interests can 
slide: something past our legislature. 


It is possible that the tax that this bill 7 


would eliminate was a bad idea in the first 
place. It was expected to be protested by.the 
industry, and might have been overturned in 
court. But that. question should have been 
addressed by seeking an opinion from the 
Attorney General, not by simply passing a 
law to industry specifications. 

Ashford himself, the bill's sponsor, agrees 
that more debate would be a good thing. 
Whether it passes is not the important thing, 
but rather whether this kind of tax is a good 
idea. So far no office holder is willing to 
argue with the telephone industry. 


If you’re going to drink and 
drive, don’t forget to kiss 


-your mother goodbye. 


31 


.. AND WHEN I FiRST 
GOT HiM HE SEEMED 
$0 LITTLE AND CUTE..! 


fs) 


The following is a response, not published, to a 2/20/89 World-Herald 
story headlined “Child’s Death Treated as Accident.” 


Editor, Omaha World-Herald 
To The Editor: 


In your recent news article on the death 
of Karisma Green, you saw fit to mention 
that there was no evidence of child abuse, 
this in the tragic death of a child with a high 
fever and apparent known seizure disorder. 
I wonder if you would have published the 
same insinuation of potential child abuse if 
her name had been Heather and she were 


the daughter of a West Omaha doctor or 
lawyer. 

Institutional racism does exist, in spite 
of attitudes such as former President Re- 
agan’s wife that civil rights leaders are 
manufacturing problems where nonce exist. 
Your editorial and news staff need to do 
some soul-searching about the attitudes that 
you convey in your paper. 

Sincerely, 

John Walburn, MD 


Fi - ————— 


Continued from page S. 

waste a day,” said Ken Johnson, a Dix farmer. 
“That’s enough to fill a football field 10 feet 
. deep each year.” 

Weisenburger questioned whether the 
30-day initial split-sample verification tests 
slated to be used would actually yield all 132 
hazardous materials that would be brought 
to the facility. (Split-sampling is a method 
of determining laboratory accuracy. Half of 
a sample goes to an independent lab, the 
other half of the sample to be tested at 
Waste-Tech’s laboratory. The results should 
match.) 

Council member Dwayne Smith of Co- 
lumbus expressed doubt about the self-moni- 
toring process beyond the 30-day initial veri- 
fication period. Although the proposed regu- 
latory amendment considered by the coun- 
cil called for Waste-Tech to check every batch 
of ash, all tests would not be verified. DEC 
would be required to test only once a year 
under the proposal. “We all have reserva- 
tions.” Smith said. “I’m going to need to 
_ know a lot more before I vote to delist.” 

The Environmental Defetise Fund, via 
letter, also expressed concern about self- 
monitoring after the initial 30-day period 
and questioned whether safety data were 
sufficiently representative to grant a delist- 
ing, The EDF also expressed misgivings about 
DEC’s “limited administrative resources” 
and whether they were adequate to regulate 
_ the facility. 

Weisenburger also raised questions about 

_ DEC capabilities, questioning whether “suf- 
ficient expertise exists in the department to 
develop necessary models. DEC’s waste 


division personnel are in transition. DEC’s 
Wilson, who almost single-handedly fielded 
council questions, has taken a new position 
at SAC headquarters with the EPA, from 
which she obtained leave in order to handle 
the hearing. Although DEC Director Den- 
nis Grams said he was confident he would 
soon find a replacement, he said he had no 
idea who it would be and when the position 
would be filled. 

Ken Kolthoff, Wilson’s immediate boss 
and himself new to his position, said, “Of 
course, I’m concerned about Carol’s leav- 
ing. I wouldn’t be a good manager if I were 
not.” 

John Sarich, a Bellevue insurance agent 
who owns land in Kimball County, ques- 
tioned if contingency plans had been estab- 
lished to handle possible trucking accidents 
since, he says, the city of Kimball has neither 
the equipment nor the training to handle 
them. 

Nebraska Wildlife Federation board 
member Paul Prentiss questioned what con- 
tingency plans DEC has to supply drinking 


water for area residents, if needed, citing a 


Texas A & M University study which showed 
that clay liners are much less impervious 


than previously thought. 


Robert Larkin, Kimball farmer, pre- 
sented the council with a soil sample, geo- 
logical maps, and a photograph of a bridge 
near the site which had been washed away by 
heavy downpours. “Sixteen inches of rain- 
fall a year is not insignificant in this case,” 
Larkin said. “If there are any leaks in the 
(landfill) liners and ponding occurs, it'll go 
straight to the aquifer.” 


Ruth Norberg of rural Kimball said 
that community support may not. exist for 
the delisting, “If you took a vote downwind 
and downstream, you would get a different 
vote than the city of Kimball,” she said. 

Other citizen concerns included: In- 
adequacy of Waste-Tech’s experience in sta- 
bilization (the back-up process used when 
incineration is not enough to render the ash 
non-hazardous); 

Air pollution and stack emissions from 
the incinerator; Location of the landfill over 
the Ogallala Aquifer; Numerous seismo- 


graph holes 15 to 20 feet deep, “like Swiss 
cheese,” according to Johnson’ Problems 
with synthetic liner seams; Lack of a landfill 
cap while the disposal cell is being filled. 

Citizens also expressed concern about 
Waste-Tech’s presence on the task force. 
“Waste-Tech is not charged with looking 
after anybody but itself,” Johnson said. “That's 
DEC’s job...to protect the people of Ne- 
braska. Waste-Tech does not need to be on 
the task force.” 

Sarich add, “It’s like the defendant join- 


ing the jury.” 
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by Skip Laitner 

The author is an economist and partnerin the 
Lincoln-based firm, Economic Research 
Associates. 

Lincoln was the scene of a fascinating 
economics conference in February. It was 
not due to any major insights offered by its 
speakers, however. In fact, it was all pretty 
much a routine discussion of the “State of 
the State.” The fascination that the confer- 
ence held for me was that it confirmed a 
long-held suspicion about my chosen pro- 
fession. 

Some years ago an English economist 
by the name of Guy Routh wrote: “It is 
misleading to think of a flow of economic 
ideas over the past 300 years. Basically, the 
ideas have remained where they were and 
the economists have flowed.” After sitting 
through the daylong conference, I have to 
agree. 

Conventional economics, the inspira- 
tion of some very elegant mathematical 
models, lacks any sense of humanity or so- 
cial purpose. As an Italian economist said 
more than 65 years ago about such models: 
“a marvelous castle...but of no help in solv- 
ing the housing problem.” 

The conference was essentially a litany 
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Bottom Line is not the Ultimate Good 


of facts and figures, all of which were used to 
see how hot or cold the economy was in 
1988. Nothing was said about how people 
were feeling about their lives as a result of 
the economic conditions. Neither was any- 
thing said about whether people felt a sense 
of accomplishment, or whether they felt in 
control of either their lives or the economy. 

What we learned 
instead was that the column 
important economic 
indicators were all up 
in 1988. The Gross 
State Product, profit 
margins, employ- 
ment figures, build- 
ing activity and re- 
tail sales were all 
higher in 1988 than in 1987. 

We also heard about “the bottom line” 
for the Nebraska economy. However good 
things were in 1988, if we do not train our 
students better, and if we do not then create 
adequate jobs for them by restructuring our 
economic base, we will run the risk of re- 
stricting the state’s growth to less than the 
national average. 

That’s on the one hand. We heard, on 
the other hand, that we can’t risk creating 
too many jobs because a full employment 


a guest 


Z 


rate is “unsustainable and unreasonable.” 

Mathematically, economists are able to 
demonstrate that full employment will 
hamper the state’s economic growth. But 
this mathematical proof strikes at the very 
heart of the economics problem. There is a 
classic confusion of ends and means. 

To conventional economists a mathe- 

atical equilib- 
ium is the much 
ought after end 
esult. A balanced 
conomy--that is, 
an economy that 
is “in equilib- 
Tium--will grow at 
the healthy pace 
of about 3-4 per- 
cent per year. But, they say, the equilibrium 
cannot be sustained if we permit either the 
number of jobs or the level of wages to rise 
too high. 

Yet, there are many other things that 
matter more to people than an economy “in 
equilibrium,” things like satisfaction with 
their lives, spending more time with their 
families, job security and a decent income. 

At this point, then, it pays to ask the 
question: Just what is the purpose of the 
economy if not to bring satisfaction to all 


Sy 
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members of society--especially a democratic 
society that values the notion of “liberty and 
justice for all?” _ 

What if we reversed this ends and means 
situation? What if people in Nebraska were 
given a chance to vote for a particular level 
of satisfaction and then asked how the econ- 
omy might be shaped to meet that desired 
end? 

For example, what if Nebraskans voted 
to have as many as 35 paid days of vacation 
instead of the standard 10 days. That’s as 
many as the people in France now enjoy. (In 
Scandinavia people have an average of 55 
days of paid vacation.) 

The economy probably wouldn’t grow 
quite as much as the magical 3-4 percent, 
but people could spend a great deal more 
time with their families. They would proba- 
bly be happier. Isn’t that more important 
than a three- percent growth rate? 

While the opportunity for higher levels 
of satisfaction are enhanced by a healthy 
economy, we shouldn’t let mathematical 
models and economic theory displace the 
desired ends of personal achievement, fam- 
ily satisfaction and job security. 


(c) 1989, Skip Laitner 


some Cities Subsidizing Large Corporations 


by Neal Peirce 


Chicago is holding its breath. Sears, 
looking for cash and nervous about a take- 
over attempt, is putting its office tower, the 
world’s tallest, on the bidding block. Worst- 
case scenario for Chicago: Loss of 8,000 
workers to the suburbs, even some distant 
city. 
Just watch. Chicago will soon be doing 

fiscal flip-flops to keep Sears. Other cities 
will dangle dazzling tax breaks before the 
eyes of Sears executives. _ 

The scenario is getting depressingly 
familiar. American cities, their crumbling 
streets and underclass populations notwith- 
standing, are raiding their own treasuries to 
retain or snare big, prestigious firms. 

Sports-team barons may be the most 
effective in squeezing cash out of city halls. 

- But corporations, and indeed nonprofits, 
are playing hardball, and cashing in too. 

The American Cancer Society, for ex- 
ample, decided to leave New York City after 
76 years. Atlanta, panting for the prize, of- 
fered $15 million in tax-free financing, plus 
$2.5 million worth of free land from Emory 
University, plus $1 million for moving ex- 
penses. 

There were other bidders--Dallas, Bal- 
timore, Indianapolis, Denver, Houston, 
Memphis among them. But Atlanta won. 
Three hundred New Yorkers will soon be 


learning the glories of peach trees and col- 
lard greens. 

The Big Apple itself is no innocent 
bystander in the civic crap shoots of the late 
‘s 80s. In 1984, New York gave Shearson 
Lehman tax breaks totaling $74 million to 
build a data-processing center in Manhat- 
tan instead of Jersey City. In 1987, Mayor 
Edward Koch engineered a $100 million 
concession package to stop NBC, with 4,000 
employees, from deserting to Secaucus, N.J., 
a town once principally known for its pig 
farms. 

Last June Drexel Burnham Lambert of 
insider-trading fame got tax breaks and en- 
ergy discounts valued at $85 million in re- 
turn for staying on the New York side of the 
Hudson. The number of jobs claimed as 
saved: 6,000. 

And then there was the great “Chase 
chase.” Chase Manhattan Bank was won- 
dering where to put 4,600 back-office work- 
ers. New Jersey beckoned. 

But New York City made Chase an offer 
it couldn’t refuse. The bank would receive 
an unprecedented $51,000 a job to go to 
Brooklyn. 

The $235 million deal entailed $35 
million in discounted electricity (comput- 
ers consume a lot of energy), $26 million in 
site improvements, $108 million in real- 
estate tax abatements stretched over 22 years, 


a $49 million cut in sales taxes on computers 
and furnishings, and $17 million in job- 
training tax credits. 

Said Chase chairman Willard Butcher: 
“We had to follow our hearts as well as our 
minds.” The cynic may cackle that he might 
also have been thinking of his wallet. Yet a 
respectable case can be made for the Brooklyn 
deal. New York’s deepest economic dilemma 
has been the brimming prosperity of 
Midtdown Manhattan contrasted to depres- 
sion in the outer boroughs, home to mil- 
lions of minorities and poor whites who lost 
out in the industrial decline. New York has 
long been anxious to get a major private 
2mployer into downtown Brooklyn, a city 


‘with enough population (2.2 million) to 


qualify, if it stood alone, as America’s fourth 
largest. 

So the Chase facility, if it turns out to be 
an exception to pump-priming failures, might 
look a lot better in ten years than it does 
now. 

New York can’t ignore its higher costs-- 
utility rates quadruple New Jersey’ s, office 
rents triple suburban averages, and its base 
‘ax rates are high. Chase will still pay some 
5400 million in city and state taxes over the 
22-year life of the deal. And thousands of 
3rooklynites will presumably get solid jobs. 

New York is finally getting smart: When 
t offers concessions to keep a company, it 


now insists on written agreement that the 
jobs have to stay in New York for the life of 
the deal. If not, the tax benefits can be 
recaptured retroactively. 

Still, there’s reason to be skeptical. Isn’t 
a city mortgaging its future when it pledges 
(as New York has) $500 million dollars on 
four deals in five years? What would $235 
million funneled through community groups 
in Brooklyn buy in rehabbed housing and 
job-generating community based enterprises? 
Can a figure as high as $51,000 a job be 
considered rational? 

“Urban incentives are a good idea and 
it’ s been done for 200 years,” says John 
Claypool, executive director of the Greater 
Philadelphia First Corporation. “But there’ 
sa difference between a rape and a seduc- 
tion.” 

Let no one think this is a problem just 
for the Big Apple, or big cities. A small town 
angling for an assembly plant can as easily 
be taken to the cleaners. If our local officials 
can’t or won’t bargain smartly, we’re all in 
trouble. 

As the Chase deal was unveiled, New 
York Gov. Mario Cuomo defended it: 
“Nobody held us up. This is a tremendous 
deal. We don’t say ‘yes’ to everybody.” 

The appropriate response, whether the 
town is New York or Kokomo, is: “OK, 
Governor, prove it to us.” 

(c) 1989 Washington Post Writers’ Group 


